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Assassination Anniversary 
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Cover~Up (Viking Studio, Nov., $30) 
uses computer technology to uncover 
new details and provides hitherto ex- 
purgated transcripts — including that 
of Jacqueline Kennedy’s testimony 
before the Warren Commission, which 
is shown to have been originally edit- 
ed for public consumption. Groden, 
who has been a student of the assassi- 
nation since it occurred, was staff 
photographic consultant to the House 
Select Committee on Assassinations, 
as well as technical advisor to Oliver 
Stone on his film JF'K. Groden was 
also unavailable for comment. 

Speaking for him, Michael Frag- 



Marked by ‘Definitive’ Works 

SoVOml big books that confronts various conspiracy the- 

Duroort to an«?wpr ttip Ofies as it goes along. Posner takes up 

yiuxpuil to answer tne separate episodes as they occur in Ws- 

question, Who killed — episodes in Oswald’s life, in 

JFK*? Unfortimafplv p^ck] Ruby’s life— making a chrono- 

uiuortunabeiy, logical scenario m which we see how it 

theirfindings eonflict together.” 
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The very saine-images from Dallas 
that prove to one man’s satisfaction 
that Ixe Harvey Oswald acted alone 
ill killing President Kennedy 30 years 
ago this November lead anoLlier to 
conclude with confideiico that a iiide- 
ous eoiisiiiracy destroyed him. 

Such starkly coiinictiiig views will 
collide in lioiikslines (his fall from, 
among other luuist'.s, Raiulom House 
and V'ikinjr, ’I’lmugh wave after wave 
of books on the assassination liave 
appeared in the years since President 
Kennedy’s death, it is noteworthy that 
this season brings books from large 
houses that can afford lavish produc- 
tions and promotion, which has not 
been the case with most of the earlier 
Jpooks on the subject. ^ 

The Lone Assassin 
p.andom s Cci.se C/oserfr'^i^e //aniey 
OswsiUtmidJJxeA^^^sinationof JFK 
.bj; Gerald L. Posne^Ict., $25, with 16 
of Wafnr^d-white photos) 



nito, editorial director of Viking Stu- 
dio Books, says The Killing of the 
President is the only book to be en- 
tirely comprehensive in the slieer 
number and quality of photographic 
evidence. “There will be more than 
650 photographs in color and quadra- 
tone,” he says, “and a four-color sepa- 
ration of black-and-white photos for 
maximum clarity. More than 100 of 
the photographs here have never been 
published before.” Among these are 
previously suppressed color photos of 
the autopsy on JFK’s body that record 
bullet entries, and a restoration of the 
damaged frames of the Zapruder film. 

Groden also reportedly uncovered 
new details in photos already avail- 
able. “Some of the photographs taken 
right after the shots were fired show 
people running toward the grassy 
knoll [behind], where they saw a puff 
of smoke," Fragnito says. “Robert 
makes it very clear that the shot that 
killed Kennedy came from the front, 
and if that is true, a conspiracy cer- 
tainly did occur. 

“Robert calls this a howdunit, not a 
whodunit,” continues Fragnito. "He’s 
not one of those wacko assassination 
buffs. His point is that a conspiracy 
occurred, but lie doesn’t claim to know 
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Viking's The Killitig of a President 




®1993 Red Grooms/ ARS, New York 







Out of the Past, in Spanish and English 




A bilingual record of American^, 
history with pictures that- ■' 
illustrate major themes in the 
country’s life and bloodstream is 
. the concept behind American 
Highlights/Los Estados Unidos: 
United States History in Notable 
, Works of Art/Grandes Momentos 
en Su Historia a Trav6s de , : 
Prominentes Obras de Arte, by 
\ Edith Pavese, published this 
month by Abrams ($29.95). All of 
the text appears in both English 
and Spanish. Shown here: Red 
Grooms’s wood construction 
Somewhere in Beverly Hills/En 
algun lugar de Beverly Hills , , 
.(1966-67). AbrdmS plans to 
:■ direct the booh largely to the ’ ■ 

■' educational market, and to. follow 
’ up with Japanese, French, '! t ‘;' 
German and Russian in place of ., 
dhe Spanish.^ . ' j ''j 



who the participants were.” Viking 
plans a 100,000-copy first printing, 
national publicity campaign and satel- 
lite tour, and is looking for a way to 
give the book a lavish launch in Dallas 
or on TV. 

History of the Literature 

Scores ( 



oresofjiossible-participants are ex- 

nosgcTinV/io Shot JFKfA'G-iddedo 
'the Major Conspiracy Theories ($1^, 
an October Fireside originajjronf^i- 
mon_§..SehnBt'er. vVnuen~5 yBob CaL 
lahai^a book packager and former 
‘■speech writer for Sen. Robert Kenne- 
dy, illustrated by artist Mark Zingar- 
elli and based on information com- 
piled by David Park and Peter Dale 
Scott, Who Shot JFK? profiles up- 
ward of 20 conspiracy speculations. 

“My work for Robert Kennedy 
might have blinded me to all these 
theories until the Stone movie jerke ’ 
me awake,” Callahan says from hi: 
home base in California, ”I think this 
is a real murder case, and I have a 
feeling that all of the pieces still aren’t 
there.” 

Explaining his book, which he calls 
"a history of the literature of the con- 
spiracy, he says, ”it’s like a chrono- 
logical Reader’s Digest version of my 
reading of all this stuff. It’s the most 
comprehensive look at the history of 
the arguments as they developed.” 
Oswald was involved in the assassina- 
tion, Callahan concedes, and there 
may even be a remote possibility that 
he acted alone. “But 1 wanted to es- 
tablisli sympathy for the point that 



this is still 'an open case,” he says./ 
“The problem is the politics surround-\ 
ing the case. The people around Oliver 
Stone were on a blind leftie mission. 
They were just as blind as the Warren 
Commission was.” 

Zingarelli's noir graphics are remi- 
niscent of those found in the old True 
Crime Quarterly, says Callahan: 
"Mark’s art is driven by the narrative. 
If the theories get goofy, the art gets 
goofy, and it’s serious where it shouk’ 

be.” ( 

S & S has extensive marketing 
plans, with reader’s copies at thV 
ABA, a five-city author tour, a 25-city 
radio satellite tour, national print 
vertising and a counter display with 
riser. The first printing is 35,000. 



Oth er Entries, Other Opinions 

Jarroll & Graf’s NovembeTefStryis 
Killing the Truth: Deceit and DecepJ 
tion in the JFK Case ($23). The^^au- 
thor is Harrison Edward LivliigSlone, 
a conspiracy'believer, whoTWiffTRob- 

ert J. Groden (see Viking book above), 
wrote High Treason, self-published in 
hardcover by Livingstone several 
years ago and put into paperback by 
Berkley. Carroll & Graf published Liv- 
ingstone’s High Treason 2 in hard- 
cover in 1992, and will produce the 
trade paperback this year. ( 

“Most of the people who’ve d one 
theTesear ch and inten uevying_pn_tbe 
gSSassihatiSrThave been in depende nt 
wfit6Tsr’'says puhlislier Kint Carroll. 
-^Kltlmg the Truth is about who these 
people are. It suggests that man y 



have, for one rea8Q lLar-aDQtheF._puf 
'Ti nt a lot of disinfo rmation, furthering 

■fHe'cqniilracy^ ^ 

^^vingstone,” continues Carroll, 
“knows what-he’s talking about. He’s 
the guy who discovered and made 
public the fact that Kennedy’s adrenal 
glands had atrophied because of med- 
ication he was taking. He also theo- 
rized that he would probably have 
died in office anyway.” First printing 
will be at least 50,000 copies, Carroll 
says. 

David S. Lifton is still working on 
the manuscdlA-of-aJi/SeJI^^ Os- 
walcTBiogi^hy, so his book for'Duk' 
‘ton, Oswald: He Led Three Lives, has 
■ — been — postponed — unt i l — 1994. — Llftont 
who earlier wrote Best Evidence, 
which charged an assassination con- 
spiracy at the highest levels of the 
federal government, has reportedly 
been granted unlimited access to Ma- 
rina Oswald and has conducted inter- 
views with the Russians who knew 
her husband. 

^^lirNwember, Dutton will public 
Cause of Death: The Final Diagnosis^ 
($23) by Cyril Wecht, a forensicjia< 
thologisfc^whcrintends tO"SettlS"anum- 
ber of disputatious cases, including 
that of JFK’s death. The publisher 
says that Wecht offers new informa- 
tion on the president's missing brain, 
and thoroughly discredits the single- 
bullet theory. He also offers proof that 
Sirhan S irhan could not have fired th e 
lOt-tnaTkilled Robert Kennedy 
Deep Politics and the Death ofJFh 
by Peter Dale Scott (see Fireside book 
above), a poet and professorofEp-^ 
glish at UC Berkely:,^ggeEtsThat 
^k's death was more than an isolat- 
ed incident (University of California 
Press, Oct., $25). Scott maintains that 
it was symptomatic of a secret agenda 
being played out well beneath the sur- 
face of American international and 
domestic policies. Among his consid- 
erations are Kennedy’s plans to with- 
draw troops from Vietnam, his split 
with his Joint Chiefs of Staff and a 
1963 collaboration between Army In- 
telligence and the Dallas police. 

On a more personal — and wrench- 
ing — note, an account of JFK’s assas- 
sination is recalled from Edward Ken- 
nedy’s point of view in Joe 
MfkliiiniRrffl--biogr aphv of th e, 
^/^gn^or from Massachusetts, The 
Last Brother ($26)^, j 

forthcoming in Vanity Fair. The book 
■ portrays a man peripheral to the cen- 
tral drama of the Kennedy family, 
even during the aftermath of the Dal- 
las shooting. 
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